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decree of November 18 was withdrawn, and it was made
possible for France again to enter into the comity of European
nations.

It is very obvious that it was the foreign war which had
developed the progress of the Revolution with such astonish-
ing rapidity in France. It was Brunswick's manifesto which
mainly caused the attack on the Tuileries on August 10;
it was the surrender of Verdun which directly caused the
massacres of September. It was the battle of Neerwinden
which established the Revolutionary Tribunal, and that defeat
and the desertion of Dumouriez which brought about the
establishment of the Committee of Public Safety. The
Girondins were* chiefly responsible for the great war, and its
first result was to destroy them as a party. The struggle
between them and the Jacobins had grown in intensity
throughout the first months of the session of the Convention.
Their early influence over the deputies of the Plain rested
on a belief in their statesmanlike powers, but as time went on
that influence steadily diminished. It was in vain for Danton
to attempt to make peace in the Convention ; bitter words on
both sides had left too strong an impression ever to be effaced.
The Jacobin leaders despised the Girondins; the Girondins
hated the Jacobins for having won away power from them.
The Jacobins formed a small but very united body, of which
every member knew its own mind, they were determined to
carry on the Republic at all costs, and to destroy the Girondins
as quickly as they could; while the Girondins, split up into
varying sections, driven hither and thither by the speeches of
every youthful orator, never attempted to concentrate their
power in the Convention, and were bound to fall before their
more energetic adversaries. The fact was that the Girondin
leaders were orators, not statesmen or even politicians. Their
so-called politicians, such as Brissot, were men who had
a great belief in themselves, but no strong principles with
which to impress others. Just as Camille Desmoulins had in
April, 1792, for ever destroyed Brissot's political reputation in
his " Jean Pierre Brissot dcmasqu6," so, under the influence of